
 

 

 

Comments from the New Executive Director         By Jill Barton 

 

As the fall season is upon us, I am glad to reflect about our summer sessions 

for 2025! It has been wonderful to be so warmly welcomed to Camp Mana-

tawny as I have been passed the reins, so to speak, from Andy Mychaj-

lowycz.  From the executive leadership, the full board, summer session direc-

tor teams, and each volunteer and each camper, I have appreciated the gra-

cious welcome aboard to Camp. That welcome has been a great expression 

ne sgd bnlltmhsxƍr knud ne B`lo L`m`s`vmx-  

While my children have experienced camp since first grade, I had not had 

rtbg `m hmrhcdqƍr uhdv hmsn dudqx vddj-  Though this space does not allow us 

sn qdekdbs nm d`bg `mc dudqx vddj+ Hƍkk ghfgkhfgs nmd dwodqhdmbd gdqd- H v`r

privileged to be invited to attend the Senior Banquet this year. If you are not familiar, this is a fifty 

year tradition.  Sn sgd adrs ne B`qnkxm Gk`cjxƍr qdbnkkdbshnm+ ehqrs tmcdq sgd chqdbshnm ne O`tk B`msqdkk

and then Roger Hladky, Dwight Smith and now currently carried on by Shawn and Cindy Cutts and the 

Senior High 2 Team. At the banquet, campers who have just graduated from high school are honored 

and recognized as they are at the end of their time as a camper. Senior Honorees dress up, pick a fel-

low camper to escort them into the room as they are announced, and Garrett Hall has been turned into 

a banquet space with florals, tablecloths and catered dinner.  It is a time for speeches, as nervous 

rstcdmsr g`ud addm s`rjdc `r sgd bknrdrs eqhdmc ne ` rdmhnq sn k`tc+ oq`hrd `mc rnldshldr Əqn`rsƐ `

bit, the graduated student prior to the senior taking the podium.  The senior then steps to the podium 

to reflect on their favorite memories, lifelong friendships, and experiences and truths that have come 

to light for them. Some mention those individuals who have shaped their Christian understanding, as a 

reflection and result of their camp experiences.  This sweet time, the intimate knowledge of a shared 

experience, and the poignancy of 

stepping into a new phase of life, is 

like the perfect snapshot of experi-

ences and dreams coming together. 

After the speeches, dessert sundaes 

move things into a less formal mode, 

and then the whole group moves to 

Trammel Field, this year to set off 

confetti poppers, and capture the 

sunset and memories via large and 

small group photos.  

[ continued on page 5 ] 

UPCOMING 

http://www.manatawny.org/
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https://www.manatawny.org/winterpromotion
https://www.manatawny.org/fallfestival
https://www.manatawny.org/liftu
https://www.manatawny.org/endofyeargiving
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Dear Friends of Camp Manatawny, 

Vg`s `m `l`yhmf rtlldq hsƍr addm `s B`lo L`m`s`vmx Vd vdqd akdrrdc vhsg650 campers during our 

2025 Summer SessionsƋand of those, 101 campers were able to come because of Campships made pos-

sible through your generosity.   

Sg`sƍrmore than $21,000 given to help kids experience the joy, growth, and faith-building moments that 

happen at Camp. Your kindness truly opened the doors for so many children who might not have been able 

to come otherwise. And others received church sponsorships and other special gifts. Thank you! 

Every summer at Camp brings something specialƋspiritual growth, new friendships, and a deeper love 

for Christ. We continue to see how God uses this place to touch hearts and change lives for a lifetime. 

Many of you already give, volunteer, pray, or send your kids and grandkids to CampƋand for that, I am so grateful. You know just how 

powerful this ministry is and how much it means to the next generation of believers. 

@r vd knnj snv`qc sgd dmc ne sgd xd`q+ Hƍc khjd sn `rj xnt sn jddo o`qsmdqhmf vhsg tr hm sghr fnnc vnqj- Gdqd `qd ` edv v`xryou can 

help: 

¶ ̺  Include Camp Manatawny in your year-end giving for 2025. 

¶ ΅  Add Camp to your 2026 budget vhsg ` lnmsgkx fhes 'hsƍr d`rx sn rds to nmkhmd (- 

¶ Ῥ  Join us on Giving Tuesday, December 2nd, with a special pledge to support our mission. 

¶ ШKeep Camp in your prayers and encourage others to join inƋwhether through giving, attending Summer Sessions, or coming 

       out for one of our year-round events. 

Snfdsgdq+ vd b`m jddo B`lo L`m`s`vmx rsqnmf `mc bnmshmtd rg`qhmf Bgqhrsƍr knud vhsg dudqx b`lodq vgn bnldr cnvm B`lo Qn`c- 

To learn more or make a donation, visit www.manatawny.org. 

Thank you again for being part of the Camp Manatawny family. Your support, prayers, and love make all the difference. 

With heartfelt thanks, 

Dave Smith 

Chairman of the Board 

Camp Manatawny 

Bg`hql`mƍr Bnqmdq                 By Dave Smith, Chairman of the Board 

mailto:dave.smith@manatawny.org
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Some Summer Session Photos 

Transforming Lives for Christ for a Lifetime!  
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Reminiscing About Camp      By Andy  Mychajlowycz,, Executive Director Emeritus 

Dear Members of the Camp Manatawny Community, 

I am increasingly nostalgic these days Ɗ especially since transitioning out as Executive Director at Camp 

and reducing my regular involvement in Camp activities over the past few weeks.  After all, how can one 

not feel a bit nostalgic when reminiscing about the greatest place on earth!  And while increasingly nostal-

fhb+ H g`ud addm s`jhmf rnldvg`s ne `m hmudmsnqx ne L`m`s`vmxƍr `bbnlokhrgldmsr ctqhmf lx hmunkud,

ment, especially over the past decade. 

There are few experiences in life that capture more completely the multi-generational blessing that God 

spoke about in the Old Testament and which we tangibly experience at Camp.  Some families have seen 

their involvement in Camp over the last few years extend to 4 or 5 generations!  What other things in our 

life demonstrate that level of commitment?  And that commitment not only extends to attendance, but also 

to volunteer participation, financial commitment, and intense prayer!  Where else do people give up their hard-earned vacation time to 

volunteer at Camp during the summer?  And where do people invest themselves so totally by staying with kids in rustic cabins without 

bathrooms and air conditioning?  And where else do over 500 people volunteer each year to serve and to demonstrate the love of Christ 

in a real and tangible way to the little ones God has placed in our care?  The level of our love for Camp is simply staggering! 

Over the years, Camp went through up-and-down times financially and physically.  From its high point in attendance 20+ years ago, 

Camp dropped off as a destination during later years.  But in the past decade, it has dramatically rebounded, with some Summer Ses-

sion weeks experiencing highs at levels not seen in 20+ years.  And weekend retreats and events have also grown, bringing in an en-

tirely different group of campers Ɗ those from many local communities of faith from within 2 hours of Camp.  And why not?  Why 

should we selfishly hold on to that special place Ɗ heaven on earth Ɗ to those only in our very tight community? 

Although Camp began with the faithful commitment of a small number of dedicated believers from the churches of Christ, it now casts 

a very wide net.  To be sure, people from 2 dozen states and several foreign countries keep coming back and sending their children and 

grandchildren to Camp because it holds a very special place in their hearts.  When my family lived in Switzerland for 12 years, my wife 

and I sent our girls to Camp!  But Camp also now draws from other communities of faith Ɗ with over two dozen different groups now 

sending their kids.  Yes, the church of Christ roots run deep and wide, but Camp now draws large numbers of Catholics, Assemblies of 

God members, Baptists, mainline protestants, evangelicals, and members of community churches.    

Camp reaches into inner city communi-

shdr vgdqd jhcr cnmƍs g`ud sgd noonqstmh,

sx sn dwodqhdmbd Fncƍr bqd`shnm- Hs

reaches into unchurched households that 

have never heard the truth of the Gos-

pel.  And it reaches into financially chal-

lenged households where parents have a 

hard time placing the next meal on the 

table.   

Sgqntfg Fncƍr dmctqhmf e`hsgetkmdrr `mc

boundless love, He makes it possible for 

all of these families to send their kids to 

Camp.  The experience is long-lasting 

and life-transforming!  In recent years, 

we have experienced 25+ baptisms 

each summer and many more at local 

churches right after summer camp.  We 

have seen non-believers become commit-

ted followers of Christ. 

mailto:andy.mychajlowycz@manatawny.org


 

 

Comments from the New Executive Director    [ continued from page 1 ] 

Much like a high school graduation, the Senior High banquet is the capstone of the years of experiences, the physical representation of 

the love and effort poured into each child over time from each and every volunteer at camp.  We are incredibly blessed to continue the 

traditions, and the planning at Camp Manatawny, to shepherd Christian youth into the realities of growing up in this current time by 

partnering with the home and church. As the parent of Jesse Barton, a new senior graduate, seeing the fruition of all of the years of 

Bible classes, late cabin nights, athletics, Bible bowl, campfires, silly and serious times, dining hall meals, allowed me to ƏrddƐ ansg enq

ghl `mc `kk ne b`loƍr rdmhnq fq`ct`sdr+ sgd lhmhrsqx sg`s hr B`lo L`m`s`vmx+ ansg hm sgd o`rs+ `mc hmsn sgd etstqd-   

H knnj enqv`qc sn dminxhmf lnqd ƏehqrsrƐ hm lx ehqrs xd`q `s B`lo hm sghr qnkd `mc v`ms sn sg`mj sgnrd vgn g`ud b`rs+ oqdo`qdd and pre-

served the vision of Camp. I am grateful also to all who continue to bring the vision of Camp Manatawny into fruition, for this year and 

into future decades. May the Lord continue to bless this ministry and may we steward it well!  

May the Lord Bless You and Keep You, 

Jill L. Barton 

Executive Director 

Camp Manatawny 

р 

The love and commitment to Camp demonstrated by members of our Camp community has been tremendous.  I have heard several 

times, in recent years, people say that they have never seen Camp look so good.  From the entrance road to Camp, which has recently 

been paved, to the many major building roofs, which have been replaced in recent years, to the generator now in place for our dining 

hall, to the many building renovations performed in the past several years, Camp has experienced a renaissance.  Many of Campƍrtrees, 

affected by a serious blight on the Camp property, were recently replaced.  Vehicles have been donated to Camp (pickup and bucket 

trucks, a van), a new tractor has been purchased, computer and security systems (new WIFI, security cameras, wall displays, improved 

sound systems) have been modernized.  Even the center field Gazebo has been refreshed.  And the first new cabin has recently been 

completed to serve the next generation of campers. 

In the past decade, rental groups (churches, youth groups, families, and others) have quadrupled.  Facilities used for our Camp activities 

have been constructed or refurbished.  

Creative changes to our Camp programs 

(the glow-in-the-dark nine square game, 

bottle rockets, talent shows, disc golf) 

have been introduced to excite the next 

generation of campers!  And changes to 

our staff (welcome Jill, Abigail, and Ni-

cole!) have brought new experience and 

new ideas to a place long on tradition, 

making the Camp experience even better. 

I strongly believe that Camp is set for 

the next 50 years to continue fulfilling 

its mission Ɗ to transform lives for 

Christ for a lifetime!  Vhsg Fncƍr gdko

and your faithful commitment, I am con-

ehcdms sg`s B`loƍr etstqd knnjr aqhfgs  

Thanks and blessings, 

Andy Mychajlowycz  

Executive Director (Emeritus) 

Camp Manatawny 

Reminiscing About Camp       [ continued from page 4 ] 
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The Junior / Senior High Fall Retreat took place over the Columus Day weekend.  74 teens enjoyed themselves and were spiritually up-

lifted.  Attendees came from several states.  Neon 9-rpt`qd v`r hm`tftq`sdc- Sghr xd`qƍr E`kk Qdsqd`s g`c fqd`s rod`jdqr `mc knts of 

fun activities enjoyed by all.  Because of the great experience, Camp will have the next Junior / Senior High Retreat in the Spring of 

2026 for two nights.  Plan to attend.  Invite your friends and introduce them to your happy place.  Registration for the Spring retreat 

will open on Registration Sunday in mid-January 2026. 

Fall Junior / Senior High Retreat          
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